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“It was not long before it was followed up, for instance
by the WMAP satellite, which yielded even clearer images
of the background radiation.”
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*2 “The scientic discovery of the century, if not all time.”

*3 http://nobelprize.org/nobe_prizes/physics/laureates/2006/press.html
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The WMAP 3-Year Results: Cosmology That We Have
Learned

Eiichiro Komatsu

abstract: The Wilkinson Microwave Anisotropy Probe—WMAP—
is an astronomical satellite measuring the afterglow of the Big
Bang, the “cosmic microwave background,” with unprecedented
precision. Following the launch on June 30, 2001, and the first-
year data release on February 11, 2003, we have announced the
results from 3 years of observations on March 16, 2006. The
highlight of our results is a direct measurement of small
polarization of the cosmic microwave background. I shall give a
brief review of what we have learned from this as well as what we

are expecting in the future.
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